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NOTICE.

This Essay is in its form topographical; it contains some obser-
vations made by myself while on a tour of duty, more than four years
ago, through the extreme North-East provinces of the Ottoman
Empire. Since that time I have revisited these same districts, and
found the march of events to be much as I had at first anticipated.

Should, however, the proposed ' Euphrates Valley' route, or rather,
that of the Tigris, be carried out, considerable modifications may be
expected in the Turkoman-Koorde development here indicated. And as,
if we do not take the Route into our hands, the Russians will into
theirs, such modifications may, under one form or another, be con-
fidently expected. But it is little likely that Islam will be a loser in
any case, though the Ottoman Empire, and the Anglo-Indian, too,
perhaps may.

INTERESTING as it is to watch the progress and
development of nations, still more interesting is it to
witness their first origin and beginnings; not only from
the very rareness of opportunity for observing such
phenomena, but also from the peculiar and instructive
character of the circumstances which occasion and
accompany them. Now, during many years passed in

1 This paper was, in substance, given by the writer at the meeting
of the British Association in Norwich, August, 1868.